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and they that are born twice, will only die once, and maybe not at all." In a moment
I will explain that statement more fully.

The Bible plainly teaches that there are two births that are necessary in order
to enter the kingdom of heaven. You see, the first time one is born, they are born
of natural parents. Those who are born once physically will die twice. They will
die physically, and then in Revelation 20:14 they will die what is called "the second
death." However, those who are born twice, once by a natural birth, and the second
time a spiritual birth, shall never taste the second death. They will die physically,
but they will never die eternally. And some will even escape physical death, for there
will be one generation when Jesus comes again who will never die even physically. We
find that in I Cor. 15:51-54. Now in connection with the subject of the nev birth I
would like to draw your attention to John 3, and I would like to begin reading in verse
one. This is what it says: "There was a man of the Pharisees, named ~icodemus, a
ruler of the Jews. The same came to Jesus by night and said unto him, Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God for no man can do these miracles that thou doest
except God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." Now I read the first

.three verses of John chapter th~ee. These words of the Lord Jesus are in the imperative"
mood. "You must be born again." The Lord Jesus did not say that,You ought to be born

~i~r'(.~again, or you may be born again, or that it would be very profitable and advantageous
~ if youlwere born again. Rather, he said, "You must be born again." This applies to

.every jan and woman who has ever been born physically. "Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." You see, this truth is very, very important and can
never Je overemphasized or preached too often. In spite of the importance of this sub-

\ject, Jhe new birth, and the absolute impossibility of entering the kingdom of heaven
?~d)WithouJ that birth, it is one of the most neglected subjects over many pulpits today.

It is 1doctrine which many religious people and many church members·do not understand.
n many churches, the truth of the new birth is never preached, and in many others it
s distorted. Regeneration, they teach, comes some other way than just through simple

faith in the Lord Jesus and his death in our behalf upon the cross. They may teach
that ij comes through human parents, or baptism, or by confirmation, or that it is a
slow process through lawkeeping. None of these are Biblical. In John 1:12,13 it says,
""B~t as many as reCeiVer him (the Lord Jesus) to them gives he the power to become the

(ch~ldren of God, Even tp them that simply believe on his name, who were born not of
~ )blOOd, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." The new

)birth hinges on "But as many as received him ...who were born (past tense)." In other
~ords, those who receiv8 Christ are born again; thus, they can refer to their salvation

has said that, "They that are born only once will have to die twice,
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in the past tense. There was a time when I placed my faith in Christ; thus, there
was a time when I was born ag~Lin. The new birth is the result of faith in Christ.
It says that we're "not born of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of men." You see, one does not become a child of God because their mommy and daddy
thought it would be nice, or even because the preacher thought it might be something
that would be nice. Once becomes a child of God because they apply personally the
Gospel message, and they personally excercise their free will and volition in placing
their faith and confidence in the fact that Jesus Christ died in their stead and in

,
their place, and that he arose again to give them new life. Thus, they receive him
and at the same time you receive Christ, you receive His quality of life, which is
eternal. Thus, his life is new life, and that's when one is born again.
~"'~~~ YOu see, God does not remodel individuals. He wants to give them new life.

That's what it means to be born again. It means to be born from above. In John 3:14,15

it says, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the son of
man be lifted up, That whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have (present
tense and present possession) eternal life." What's the key? "Whosoever belLevet.h

in him." Faith in Christ, belief in Christ, is the key to the new birth.
~#. The first question that the third chapter of John answers is, "Who must be born

u~ again?" Now the Lord Jesus did not choose a thief or a harlot to reveal the truth of
~~~ birth Co, but he gives this revelat~on to a man, who of all men, wouldn't seem
~()

~p need regeneration. This man's name was Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a cultured man.
He was an educated man. He was very refined, moral, ethical, and a law-abiding citizen.
He was probably the finest man that could be found in all Israel, and yet the record
is very brief. This man, though highly religious and highly educated, had never been
born again. In verse 10 of John 3 he is referred to as a "master in Israel." In other
words, he had a very high, respected position in the religious community. He had his
Ph.D. degree. He is also referred to as "a ruler of the Jew's,"implicating that "he was
a membrr of the seventy ruling body orgao'ization, which is called the Sanhedrin. He
was a Pharisee member of the Sanhedrin, and had his Ph.D. degree. This man was a
religi~US, :du~ated wheel in Israel. There isn't anything wrong with being educated
or law-abiding; in fact, everyone ought to be. This would be true of a Christian.
However, morality is not Christianity. Morality is a by-product of Christianity. There
are many moral individuals who will not and have not place their faith in Christ.
Nicodemus made the misiake of thinking that his fine moral qualities and education
were sufficient apart from the new birth. How many are there today who labor under
the same delusion and snare of religion, but have never experienced the new birth?
They may go to church, say their prayers, even read their Bible or go to study classes,

to keep the r1n Commandments, and live very exempliary lives, very
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moral lives; yet never experience the new birth. This was true of Nicodemus. With all
that he was, he had never been born again. In verse 2 of John 3 it says that the Nico-
demus came by night, and he said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from
God, for no man can do these miracles that thou doest except God be with lHm." Now
he comes seeking truth, and really, he puts himself in a corner for he says, "We
know that thou art a teacher come from God." The Lord Jesus says, "Well, since you
acc@pt my authority. and you acknowledge that I come from God (in other words, you
admit that I'm God-sent) the~ of course, you must without any question or doubt, have
faith in what I say. The most important thing I have to.say to you, Nicodemus, is
'Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' You see, this is the
starting point." The Lord Jesus did not give him a discourse on polemics. He didn't
argue with him about many social problems in the nation at that time. He really knew
that Nicodemus couldn't really understand even the Bible until first of all he had
been born again. $0 he got right to the point. Nicodemus had to be born again •. ~o
matter what other knowledge he had, no matter how highly educated he was, how cul-
tured and refined, no matter how wise he might have been in many matters, until he
was born again his eyes were completely shut and he could not see the simplest truths,
This is why we have again in I Cor. 2:14, "The natural man receives not the things of
the splirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because
they ~e spiritually discerned." You see, the new birth is the key to the ~rd of God.
It is not p simpler translation. I don't care how many translations you have. until
a person is born again they do not have the abilities. the insight, or the eye salve
to show them that the fruths of the ~vord of God center around a person and are designed
to exalt a person. On~y when I know and have that person and His life can Christianity
produce through me the strength and power of another. A Christian is one in whom
Christ lives, and when He is inside you are born from above and now belong to God.
Let me ask you a question--Have you been born again?


