GROWTH IN HIS IMAGE

by J. W. Bramhall

Positional truths, in particular, are those that not enough believers enjoy or even enter into.  Yet in relation to your statement, "I am finding very little has become practical," let me suggest something by war of illustration. 

Do you not find that your eyes (by nature) can see far off, while your feet are some distance away from what you see?  So you have to keep your feet headed in the direction of what you see, to reach that desired place! We can see spiritually much farther than where our feet are walking. 

The Christian life is a growth, and with no final development into the "perfect man" till we see Him face to face.  Then we shall be like Him (1 John 3:2). 

God's disciplinary dealings keep going on with us.  We will never be permanently rid of "the flesh" until in the grave or Rapture.  My greatest encouragement has not been my position, but rather the Person Himself in whom I am.  I'm willing to say, "0 wretched man that I am!" etc., but then turn away from that and enjoy Christ! I  am nothing, He is everything!  Keep your heart on Him, not merely your position. 

Have you ever enjoyed Song of Solomon 5:10, etc., "The Beauty of the Beloved"?  It is one of the most precious portions to a spiritual heart—the language beautifully describing the glories of the Beloved.  You know how it ends, summarizing all of it: "He is al together lovely.”

There are many lovely characters in the Bible, and you can name them all if you wish, but there is only ONE "altogether lovely," and occupation with Him may even make you forget your position, wholly taken up with Him!

So, do not dwell on your failures, but on Him taken up with His beauty will enable you to forgive "self," etc., and best of all, according to 2 Corinthians 3:18, transform you into His image.

There is one Greek word—metamorphuo—used three times in t he N .T.  As you may recognize, it means "metamorphosis," "going through a change."  It is translated three ways in our English version: (1) Matthew 17:2, "transfigured," at the Trans-figuration scene; (2) Romans 12:2, "transformed"; and (3) 2 Corinthians 3:18, "changed."  So, if we gaze on the Lord of Glory, "we shall be changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."  It is progressive—so keep on growing! (
























